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I invite you to join me in Matthew chapter 1, as we begin a new series in the 

gospel of Matthew. This study is not only timely because we are entering 

into the Christmas season, but also because I believe that the gospel of 

Matthew will be a fitting place to begin processing our 3-year outreach 

vision of “opening our hearts, opening our homes, and opening the Word.” 

If you weren’t able to attend the Harvest Dinner where we shared the 

essence of this vision, I will be unpacking it a bit more in our service on 

January 7.  

 

Introduction to Matthew 

 

Each of the four gospels has their own emphasis or theme: 

� Matthew: the royal, Davidic kingship of Jesus as Israel’s Messiah 

� Mark: The Humanity of Christ. 

� Luke: A detailed account of the life of Christ 

� John: The deity of Christ, as the Son of God 

 

The main theme and purpose throughout the gospel of Matthew is to show 

convincing proof that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, Israel’s long-awaited 

King to sit on David’s throne and fulfill the promise of an everlasting 

kingdom that will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth, including the 

Gentiles (Gen 12).  

 

We don’t   to read very far to discover this theme. Verse 1 immediately 

clues us in to the purpose behind the genealogy as “the record of the 

genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” 

While a genealogy is the most natural place for Matthew to begin showing 

us that Jesus qualifies on the basis of royal lineage, He will also validate 

Jesus as the rightful heir to the royal throne of David by using over 60 

quotes from OT prophetic passages that Christ fulfills. So its not surprising, 

then, that Matt will put great emphasis on the kingdom throughout His 

gospel (using the term “kingdom” 50 times and the phrase “kingdom of heaven” 32 

times).  

 

In addition to Jesus’ right to the royal throne, Matthew also emphasizes the 

rejection of Jesus by the Jewish nation more any of the gospel writers. Yet, 

before he’s done, Matthew will also set forth a vision of Jesus as the 

victorious King who will come again “on the clouds…with power and great 

glory” (24:30). Thus the Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus Christ as the 

royal, rejected, and reigning King.   

 

This morning we are going to begin our study of Matthew in chapter 1, vs 1-

17. How many of you can recall ever hearing a sermon preached on a 

genealogy? Let me remind you that 2 Tim 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is 

inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be adequate, equipped 

for every good work.” This means that the genealogy in Matt 1 is not only 

necessary, but also edifying for us. It may just not be quite as obvious as 

other portions of Scripture.  

 

So as I read Matt 1:1-17, be listening and watching for some clues along the 

way that point to profitable instruction.  

 

Scripture Reading: Matt 1:1-17 

 

I want to approach this passage from three perspectives this morning: 1) it’s 

historical purpose, 2) its theological purpose, 3) its partial purpose  

 

Historical Purpose of Matthew’s genealogy  

 

From a historical perspective, the purpose of the genealogy in Matthew is 

quite simple. It serves as an apologetic to authenticate Jesus as the rightful 

heir to the throne of David. If Jesus is going to be embraced as Israel’s 

Messiah and the one who brings ultimate fulfillment to God’s promises, 

beginning with Abraham, then their needs to be a paper trail, a genealogical 

record to verify that Jesus is in the royal linage of David. So Matthew asserts 

that purpose in vs. 1, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the 

son of David, the son of Abraham,” and then proceeds to trace the linage of 

Abraham down through David and then to Christ.  

 

Theological Purpose of Matthew’s genealogy 



Yet, this genealogy is more than a historical or legal document. Imbedded in 

this genealogy are true-life stories that point to how God has been working 

through history. Here’s what I hope you will take away from our text today: 

 

God is sovereignly directing the course of history, even through man’s 

sinful disruptions, to fulfill his promise of bringing salvation to the world.  

 

There are two sets of clues in vs. 1-17 that point to this conclusion.  

 

The first set of clues has to do with Matthew’s emphasis on the deportation 

to Babylon. He mentions is 4 times; twice in vs. 11-12, and twice in vs 17. 

Let’s take a moment to focus on [vs. 11-12]. At first they seem pretty 

straight forward, but when we do a background check on these guys, a red 

flag appears. According to the genealogy in I Chron 3, Shealtiel is not the 

biological father of Zerubbabel. No sons are listed for Shealtiel and the 

biological father of Zer is Pedaiah. 

 

So what’s going on here? The problem starts with Jeconiah in vs. 11 (also 

known as Coniah, or Jehoiachin). In 2 Chron 36 we discover that Jehoiachin 

(Jeconiah) and his brothers were such evil kings over Israel that God raised 

up king Neb of Babylon to take them into captivity.  

 

During this series of evil kings in 2 Chron 36, God sent messengers to warn 

them but the people mocked the prophets and despised their words. One of 

those messengers was Jeremiah the prophet who prophesied to king 

Jehoiachin. Jeremiah warned Jehoiachin that God’s judgment would send 

him into exile under Neb, king of Babylon (Jer. 22:24-30; Coniah = 

Jehoiachin).  

 

Jer. 22:24-30—“As I live," declares the LORD, "even though Coniah 

the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were a signet ring on My right 

hand, yet I would pull you off; 

25 and I shall give you over into the hand of those who are seeking 

your life, yes, into the hand of those whom you dread, even into the 

hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the 

Chaldeans. 

26 "I shall hurl you and your mother who bore you into another 

country where you were not born, and there you will die. 
27 "But as for the land to which they desire to return, they will not 

return to it.  

30 "Thus says the LORD, 'Write this man down childless, A man who 

will not prosper in his days; For no man of his descendants will 

prosper Sitting on the throne of David Or ruling again in Judah. 

In other words… 

Now what’s going to happen? How will God fulfill His promise now that He 

has taken the kingdom away from Jeconiah and cut off his descendants? 

The answer is found in Haggai 2:20-23. There God speaks through Haggai to 

Zerubbabel and says, I’m going to shake things up and overthrow kingdoms, 

and “on that day I will take you, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, My servant, 

says the Lord, and I will make you a signet ring, for I have chosen you, 

declares the Lord of hosts.”  

By associating Zer. with Shealtiel (“his son”) God is designating that the 

royal line will resume through Zerubbabel.  

Here’s what’s happening: God is bringing judgment on Jehoiachin while at 

the same time fulfilling His promise to David. He is restoring the royal line 

through Zer.—the line through which the Messiah will come.  

Jeconiah and others have so deeply blundered matters with their sin, that 

God severs the natural flow of the David line, by raising up Babylon (Israel’s 

enemy) to overthrow them. Yet out of His faithfulness to His promise to 

David God intervenes in an unconventional way by bringing down the 

kingdom of Babylon and raising up Zerubbabel, declaring him to the be son 

of Shealtiel (almost like an adoption, of sorts) so that His divine plan to bring 

salvation to the world through the Messiah could be established. In other 

words, God is sovereignly directing the course of history, even through 

man’s sinful disruptions, to bring salvation to the world.  

There is a second way in which we see God’s sovereign orchestration of 

history, even through man’s sinful disruptions, to secure salvation for the 

world. The second set of clues is found in Matthew’s mention of four 

women: Tamar (3), Rahab (5), Ruth (5), and Bathsheba (6).  



If Matthew was only interested in the historical record of the genealogy, 

there would have been no need to mention the names of these four 

women. Yet, each of their names represents a significant story in the history 

of God’s people—the very mention of these names brings to mind an 

account that all the Jews would know well (i.e. “9-11” or Pearl Harbor). And 

together these women’s stories will serve to lay the ground work for 

something really significant that Matthew wants his readers to grasp. Let’s 

quickly review who these four women are: 

� Tamar (Gen 38) 

� Daughter-in-law of Judah (non-Israelite?) 

� Her first husband (Judah’s firstborn) was evil in the sight of 

the Lord, so the Lord took His life. 

� Then Judah gave Tamar in marriage to his second son, who 

also did evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord took his life 

too.  

� Then Judah promised than when his third son grew up he 

would let her marry him, but Judah didn’t keep His promise. 

� When Judah’s wife died, Tamar, desperate to have 

offspring, dressed up like a harlot and presented herself to 

Judah and conceived twins, Perez and Zerah, who are next 

in the genealogical record.  

 

� Rahab (Josh 2, 6) 

� Rahab was a prostitute in the city of Jericho. (non-Israelite) 

� But when the Israelite spies came to spy out the land, she 

not only hid them and protected them from getting caught, 

she also believed in what she had heard of the God of Israel 

and asked the spies to spare her life when they conquered 

the land. As a result, she married Salmon and had son 

named Boaz who married Ruth.  

 

� Ruth (Ruth) 

� Ruth was originally the daughter-in-law of Naomi (non-

Israelite) 

� Naomi’s family had moved to Moab to escape famine. 

There her son’s married Moabite women but Naomi’s 

husband and both of her sons died. When the famine lifted, 

Naomi when back to Bethlehem. Ruth insisted on going 

with her, put her trust in the God of Israel, and married 

Boaz and bore him a son, Obed who would continue the 

Davidic line.  

  

� Bathsheba (2 Sam 11) 

� Bathsheba is known for an adulterous relationship that King 

David had with her. Their illegitimate son died, but later 

after David married Bathsheba, they had a son, Solomon, 

who would be the first to continue David’s kingly reign.  

What do these four women have in common that would shed light on why 

Matthew includes them. Two of the women are Gentiles, Rahab and Ruth, 

are Gentiles who turn to trust in Yahweh. Three of the women, Tamar, 

Rahab, and Bathsheba are all involved in sexual sin, while Ruth is a woman 

of noble character and covenant-faithful love. What do these four all have in 

common?  

The only thing that all four of these women have in common is a surprising, 

mysterious outworking of Divine providence that advances God’s plan of 

salvation through the sinful detours of human history.   

What’s important for us to see is that while every person in this genealogy 

leading up to Christ has their own sin issues, these four women represent 

God’s grace to work in unconventional ways to preserve the progress of His 

promise of redemption. That God should allow such sinful and embarrassing 

situations such as Tamar’s or Bathsheba’s to not detour God’s plan is quite 

amazing. That God should allow Gentile women to play a role in the lineage 

of David is gracious, foreshadowing a gospel which would be for Jews and 

Gentiles, a gospel through which all the nations of the world would be 

blessed.  

Yet do you see how this sets the stage for something even more important 

that is about to happen? God is about to work in the most unconventional 

way yet in the lineage of David. Later in chapter 1, a virgin is going to 

miraculously conceive and give birth to Son who is both God and man, Jesus 

the Christ. A virgin birth is so unconventional that the people of the day 

would not believe it. Even though Mary was as noble in her character as 

Ruth, she would be surrounded by whispers of scandal. Yet God was 



directing the course of history, fulfilling His promise to send a Savior into the 

world who would save His people from their sins. There is not a sin today, 

that is not somewhere represented in this lineage. Jews, Gentiles, men, 

women, adulterers, prostitutes, heroes—Jesus would be the Savior of them 

all!1 

It’s as if Matthew is saying, “you think is so strange that God should work 

this way (through a virgin birth), but don’t you remember the mysterious 

way in which His plan was persevered through women like Tamar, Rahab, 

Ruth, and Bathsheba?” If God could work out His providence through such 

scandalous women as Tamar, Rahab, and Bathsheba; If God could work out 

His providence through the detour of Naomi’s family to Moab, then 

certainly He can bring His promise to fulfillment through a miraculous 

conception in a young God-fearing woman like Mary. “The unexpected 

workings of Providence in preparation for the Messiah” that we see in this 

genealogy point to “Mary’s unexpected but providential conception of 

Jesus.”2 

When we see that God has been directing the course of history, even 

through man’s sinful disruptions, to fulfill his promise of bringing salvation 

to the world, its not hard to see how this genealogical record serves a very 

practical purpose.  

 

Practical Purpose of Matthew’s Genealogy  

Regardless of how badly people complicate matters with their sin, God will 

sovereignly work out His plan and purpose. No one can ultimately thwart 

God’s will to work all things together for the good of those who love Him or 

for the glory of His own name.  

This means that the mess your sin has made, however great it may be, is not 

in not too insurmountable for God work out His purpose in your life. If God 

could work through generations of sinful people to bring about His purpose 

of salvation, certainly he can work in your life situation regardless of the 

mess your sin has made. But like Rahab and Ruth, you must turn to Him and 

trust Him.  

                                                           
1 See note on Matthew 1:3, ESV study Bible.  

It also means that when we have to live under the consequences of another 

person’s sinful choices, we are not without hope. We have a God who not 

only orchestrates and weaves the actions of people into His ultimate 

purposes, He also uses them along the way to sanctify us and make us like 

Christ as we trust Him in the midst of our circumstance.  

So what we see in this genealogy, is this: 

1. Jesus is the legal and royal heir of David, qualifying Him to sit on 

David’s throne as the sovereign King. 

2. Jesus is the true descendent of Abraham through whom all the 

nations of the world would be blessed. Jesus is the fulfillment of the 

promises to both Abraham and David. 

3. From the grand international clashes of nations down to the daily 

blunders of personal relationships, God is sovereignly working. 

While He doesn’t make our choices for us, He orchestrates them to 

serve His purposes in the end so that no human being, however 

rebellious, can ultimately escape or frustrate the purposes and plan 

of God.  

4. God often works out His purposes by unexpected or unconventional 

providence.  

5. The examples of such surprising workings of providence in the 

genealogy prepare us to receive such astonishing news that Messiah 

has come by means of a virgin birth.  

6. By coming to us through lineage of Abraham and David, Jesus 

identifies with sinners of every kind. He did not just come through 

the elite or for the elite, but for every person in need of divine 

mercy and forgiveness.  

7. Finally, take heart, regardless of the mess your sin has made or the 

misery another person’s sin has created for you, God’s ways have 

not been spoiled if you will turn to the Sovereign Lord, who’s Son 

came to redeem you from sin’s ruin.  

 

2 D.A. Carson, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, pg. 66. 


